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English, the Swedes, the Norwegians,, the Danes, the Dutch, the
Flemish, and part of the Swiss. Then the Latin race, including
the French, Italians, Spaniards, Portuguese, and Rumanians,
Finally the Slavonic races, consisting mainly of the Russians and
the Poles, the Czechs, the Serbians, and the Bulgarians. Together
they account for about 93 per cent of die total population.
The rest are a couple of million Magyars or Hungarians, a
slightly smaller number of Finns, about a million people of
Turkish descent (in the little remnant of die old Turkish Empire
around Constantinople) and some three million Jews. Then there
are the Greeks, who have been so hopelessly mixed with other
* races' that we can only guess at their origin but who are more
closely akin to the Germanic group than to any other. Then the
Albanians, also probably of Germanic origin, who now seem a
thousand years behind the times, but who had been comfortably
settled on their present-day farms five or six centuries ere the first
of the Romans and Greeks made their appearance on European
territory. And finally the Celts of Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and
Brittany, and the Letts and Lithuanians of the Baltic Sea, and the
Gypsies, of indefinite number and hazy origin, who are chiefly
interesting as an historical warning of what will happen to those
who come too late and who arrive just when the last piece of empty
land has been occupied by some one else.
So much for the people who populated both mountains and
plains of the old continent. Now we must see what they made of
their geographical background and what that background in turn
made of them. For out of that struggle grew our modern world.
Without it, we would still be like the beasts of the fields.